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Karen K. Kirst-Ashman's introductory book enhances the reader's ability to grasp the essence and

spirit of generalist social work and the issues in social welfare that social workers address every

day. Giving those contemplating a career in social work a solid introduction to the profession,

Kirst-Ashman presents a balanced introductory look within a unifying theme of critical thinking that

trains readers to be more evaluative of key concepts. The topics covered include practice concepts,

social welfare policy concepts, history and current state of the profession, the contexts of practice

and populations served, and professional development.
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Karen K. Kirst-Ashman is Professor Emerita and former chairperson in the Social Work Department

at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, where she taught for 28 years. She has written six social

work textbooks in multiple editions and numerous publications, articles, and reviews on social work

and women's issues. She also has served on the Editorial Board of AFFILIA: Journal of Women and

Social Work, and as a consulting editor for many social work journals including the Journal of Social

Work Education. Dr. Kirst-Ashman has been a member on the Board of the Council on Social Work

Education (CSWE) and has served as a CSWE accreditation site visitor on various occasions. She

is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker in the state of Wisconsin. She has been the recipient of both

the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater Roseman Award for Excellence in Teaching and the

University Outstanding Teaching Award. She earned her BSW degree and MSSW degree at the



University of Wisconsin-Madison and her Ph.D. in social work at the University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign. She has worked as a practitioner and administrator in child welfare and mental

health agencies.

A must read for any Social Work student. I just graduated and rented this book, now I'm kicking

myself wishing I had purchased it. Kirst-Ashman does an amazing job writing this book for dealing in

the Social Work field. Especially for college students who haven't been exposed to the field yet. I

would recommend this for anyone interested in SW or even just wanting to learn more!

A++++

I had to have this book for my Social Work class. This book is not an easy read like others, it also

does not list key or vocab words in the side margin, nor in a glossary, which make studying for a test

hard especially in an online class. It explained a lot of the NASW Code of Ethics well, but it was

boring to read which made getting through the chapters challenging.

Writing and Highlighting all over the text, made it very difficult to read

I bought this book for class but i cannot use it. The kindle app will not open this book. Would really

like my money back.

this product was too expensive

Book took awhile to get, but we'll worth the $$ saved.

It wa secs fly what I needed and affordable
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